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INTRODUCTION

Spring h as com e beck oning to us, for anoth er burst of h orticultural activity. 

Be sure to attend th e AIC conference in W innipeg, M anitoba in July. It w ill be a great event.
W ork  is progre s s ing on IH C 2002.... a w ord of th ank s  to th e m any volunteers!
Albert Liptay
CSH S Secretary-Treasurer

VIEW POINT

A pitch  for our journal, Canadian Journal of Plant Science, from  th e “view point”
soapbox.
It is  intere sting to note th at in Ch ronica H orticulturae, Volum e 40, Num ber 1, 2,000, th at a
view point is  m ade by Antonio M onteiri to address th e is sue th at  Acta H orticulturae is often
regarded as a “second class publication” because of th e review  proces s  or lack  of it. H ow ever,
th e view point also explains th at th e h uge succes s  of Acta H orticulturae is  tw ofold, th at of
tim ely publication and focus on very specific specialised areas of h orticultural science.
Profes sor M onteiro furth er expounds th at in spite of th ose succes s  points, th e perception of
q uality is not th ere but th at it really is th e m andate of th e editors of sym pos ia etc, to ensure
th at an appropriate review  proces s  tak e s  place. 

In contrast, th e Canadian Journal of Plant Science, h as a very effective and intensive review
proces s . W h at puzzles m e is  th at a num ber of m y colleagues in h orticulture feel th at th e
Canadian Journal of Plant Science is  s econd rate. I continuously fail to understand th is
statem ent. I frank ly am  very proud of every single paper th at I h ave ever publis h ed in th e
journal. Th e review  proces s   h eld m e just as, and m aybe even m ore accountable th an any oth er
h orticultural journal and criticized every paper th orough ly and critically.

I as k  m yself w h y do I h ear th e negative com m ents about th e journal from  a fair percentage of
scientists? Is th e journal not w h at w e m ak e it? If w e w ould send in our be st papers th at are
pertinent to CJPS, it soon it could be regarded as th e leader in h orticulture and oth er plant
science areas.

For w h at it is  w orth , m y view point.
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Albert Liptay

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

M erv Pritch ard

Th e Future of CSH S - In th e H ands of AIC or CSH S M em bers?

A w ork s h op to discus s a strategic plan for AIC and th e  future direction of th e  organization w as recently
h eld in Ottaw a. It w as attended by AIC executive including Associate  Mem ber Organization Board
repre s entatives, e igh t Associate  Mem ber Organizations, w h ich  includes CSH S, and nine  Mem ber
O rganizations (provincial institutes of agrologists). I attended as Pres ident of CSH S and Joh n Proctor, a
CSH S m em ber and Associate  Mem ber Organization repre s entative on th e  Board, also attended.

 At th is  m eeting, a couple of is sue s  cam e to ligh t w h ich  could affect th e  future activitie s  and viability of
both  A IC and CSH S.  A few  of th e  provincial institutes of agrologists are considering w ith draw al of
m em bersh ip from  AIC and que stion its direction and value.  Several of th e  provincial institutes also feel
th at AIC’s Annual Conference h as little value and recom m ended it be discontinued.  Th e concern s e em ed
to be th at th e scientific content of th e Annual Conference w as of little intere st to th e ir m em bers.  But does
th e  activity of m ost agrologists not depend on sound science and innovative ideas w h ich  are used to solve
is sue s  and provide advice in agriculture?   Are provincial agrologists and th e scientific societie s  of tw o
solitudes?  I w ould h ope not.

M ost of th e Associate  Mem ber Organizations, th e scientific societie s , on th e  oth er h and felt it w as e s s ential
to m aintain th e Annual Conference in order to sustain active organizations.  Som e scientific societie s , lik e
CSH S, struggle to m aintain m em bersh ip and intere st.  It w as felt th at an Annual Conference w as th e  glue
th at h eld AIC and scientific societie s  togeth er and provides a forum  in w h ich  different disciplines can
discus s com m on is sue s . 

Reduced financial support of public re s earch  and educational institutions and increased dem ands on a
dw indling num ber of public em ployees h as m eant a decline in m em bersh ip in CSH S.  Until relatively
recently, CSH S h eld its ow n Annual Conference.  H ow ever, it now  m eets w ith  A IC in order to build on
th e synergie s  of th e   larger group.  If CSH S is to serve th e  role of th e  organization to provide leadersh ip
and scientific support for th e  h orticulture industry in Canada, it is  im portant it rem ain vibrant. 
Am algam ation w ith  a society such  as th e Am erican Society for H orticultural Science is  pos s ible but w ould
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in all lik elih ood erode th e  potential for h orticulturists in Canada to addre s s  national concerns.  One
suggestion at th e strategic planning w ork s h op w as th at som e of th e societie s  could am algam ate.  Th is m ay
be feas ible if th e  is sue s  facing h orticulture can be addressed in a larger body.  It is  h oped th at th e
International H orticulture Congres s  in 2002 w ill serve to renew  th e  intere st in CSH S across Canada and
provide resources to sustain th e  organization over th e  long term .

So depending on h ow  A IC re structure s, th e  future of CSH S could be in jeopardy if w e cannot m ak e our
organization m ore relevant to its m em bers.  It also needs to provide leadersh ip to th e  h orticulture industry
across th is  country.  M em bers are encouraged to provide com m ents or suggestions to th e  executive
m em bers of CSH S or to subm it com m ents for publication in th is  new sletter on your view s of th e  value of
CSH S and h ow  it needs to adapt to a ch anging environm ent. 

A sum m ary of oth er is sues discussed at th e strategic planning w ork s h op are included elsew h ere  in th is
new sletter.
 

AIC STRATEGIC PLANNING W O R K SH O P
O TTAW A, O N
February 19 , 2000

Th e follow ing is a sum m ary of th e  is sues discussed at th e  Strategic Planning W ork s h op h eld in Ottaw a
w h ich  w ould be of m ost concern to CSH S m em bers:

Objective
- to discus s a strategic planning docum ent and th e  future direction of AIC

In attendance
- repre s entatives from : AIC executive including Associate  Mem ber Organization Board
Repre s entatives, nine  Mem ber Organizations (provincial institutes of agrologists), and e igh t
Associate  Mem ber Organizations (AMO s , w h ich  includes CSH S),
- M e rv Pritch ard, Pres ident of CSH S and Joh n Proctor, CSH S m em ber elected as  AMO rep on
th e Board of AIC, w ere in attendance

Issues discussed
A docum ent h ad been circulated prior to th e  m eeting w h ich  outlined a num ber of action plan
recom m endations th at h ad been developed by th e AIC executive.  Th e s e  is sue s  w ere discussed and
supported or m odified as appropriate.  Th ere w ere a num ber of item s up for discus s ion but th e
is sue s  w h ich  w ere of m ost concern to CSH S are given below  and a brief overview  of th e
discus s ion is  included.  AIC executive w ill reconsider th e s e  is sues before finalizing a strategic
plan.

_ Discontinue th e Annual Conference.  Th is generated a great deal of discus s ion.  M ost of
th e  AMO’s felt it w as critical to m aintain th e Annual Conference in order to m aintain
active organizations.  M any of th e  provincial institutes felt an Annual Conference h ad little
function, in part because m any of th e ir m em bers do not attend th e  conference.  It w as
generally agreed h ow ever th at th e Annual Conference s erved a purpose m ore im portant
th an m any m em bers of th e  provincial institutes th ough t.
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_ One conference every tw o years - Th is suggestion w as m ade but m any in attendance felt
th is  w ould m ean th e dem is e  of several AMOs .

_ Replace th e Annual Conference w ith  an annual general m eeting in conjunction w ith  a
regular Board m eeting - If th e Annual Conference w as discontinued, th is  m eeting w ould
include presidents and registrars of provincial institutes and AMOs

_
_ Com bining AMOs  - Because of th e difficultie s som e  AMOs  h ave of getting m em bersh ip

and of poor attendance at annual conferences, it w as suggested th at perh aps som e  AMOs
s h ould consider joining to m ak e a stronger group.

_ Poss ible ch ange in structure of th e AIC executive - One proposal w as to h ave th e
provincial institutes and AMOs  of e qual status on th e  executive.  Th e executive could be
m ade up of th ree  repre s entatives each  from  th e  provincial institutes and th e  AMOs , an
executive director, and th e  pre s ident ch osen from  th e  executive.   Th is structure w ill be
considered furth er as to its m erits.

_ Continue production of four is sue s  per year of th e scientific journals including th e
Canadian Journal of Plant Science - agreed

_ Develop a m ark eting plan for AIC scientific journals - It w as agreed th e  quality of th e
journals is  h igh  and could generate m ore funds for AIC. A m ark eting plan for th e  Journals
h as been developed and th e  plan is currently being im plem ented.

_ Support of international activitie s   - Provincial institutes felt th is  w as a low  priority and
s h ould not cost AIC to carry out.  Th ere w as disagreem ent on th e  priority international
w ork  s h ould h ave in AIC.

_ Prom ote th e  activitie s  of AIC to th e  public - Th ere w as agreem ent th is  s h ould h appen in
collaboration w ith  provincial institutes

_ Encourage th e  use of th e  P.Ag. designation am ong its m em bers and in job advertis em ents

_ Develop a list of inform ation sources w h ich  could be used by m edia and oth ers w h en
dealing w ith  agricultural is sue s

_ AIA, NBIA, and M IA are considering w ith draw al of m em bersh ip from  AIC pending th e
outcom e of th e AIC review

Subm itted by: M e rv Pritch ard
Pres ident, CSH S
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AIC 2,000

Greeting from  th e
CSH S

Agri-Food 2000
Conference Com m ittee

W innipeg, M anitoba
July 15th  th rough  to July 19 th , 2000

Th e follow ing is a snap sh ot of som e of th e k ey events th at w e are sure w ill interest you. 

Please see th e w eb site at: h ttp://w w w .agrifood2000.m b.ca/index.h tm l for com plete
details: h otels, transportation and m uch  m ore.

Don’t forget to send your registration in early and w atch  for k ey dates for th e special events.

CONFERENCE H IGH LIGH TS

Saturday, July 15th ,

O pening R eception and Aw ards Cerem ony - 7:00 - 11:00 p.m :

W innipeg Convention Centre:  Agri-Food 2000 w ill open th e evening at th e  W innipeg
Convention Centre w ith  an aw ards cerem ony h onouring select m em bers of th e
Agricultural Institute of Canada, th e Canadian Institute of Food Science and
Tech nology, th e Canadian Society for Agricultural Engineering and th e Flax Council of
Canada. You w ill be w elcom ed by th e Province of Manitoba and th e City of W innipeg,
on th is  th e 130th  A nniversary of Manitoba’s entry into Canada. Th e cerem onie s
prom ise to energize everyone for th e opening reception. Entertainm ent and ligh t fare.
Cash  bar.
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Sunday July 16th , 2000

Golf Tournam ent:

Th e Golf Tournam ent w ill be h eld at Joh n Blum berg Course. Th e capacity is lim ited to
100 registrants and th e deadline for registration is  June 15, 2000.

O ptional Events:
Conference registrants and th e ir guests are invited to tw o general intere st tours. Each
tour w ill leave th e  W innipeg Convention Centre at 8:30 a.m . and w ill return at 4:30
p.m . Cost for each  tour is  $60 per person, including lunch , based upon a m inim um  of
30 registrants per tour. Capacity is lim ited and th e registration deadline for tours is  June
15, 2000.

Conference BBQ:

Sunday evening, w e w ill be m oving th e conference festivitie s  to th e Red River
Exh ibition Park  at th e w e stern boundary of W innipeg for an evening of feasting and
entertainm ent - M anitoba Style. Relis h  th e refre s h m ents at th e big Red Barn w ith  Lak e
W innipeg goldeye pate.

Enjoy Manitoba entertainers on th e Red Barn Stage and catch  W innipeg's fam ous
Folk loram a dancers. Feast on Manitoba BBQ and a buffet to satisfy every taste in th e
Special Events Pavilion. Buse s  w ill sh uttle you to th e "Ex" and th en back  to th e
Convention Centre.

M onday July 17th , 2000

Plenary Session: 8:00 am  - 12:00 noon
Flax seed - A Functional Food for People on Both  Sides of 50

- Diane H . M orris , Ph D , RD
Tom orrow 's Farm  W eath er Forcast - W arm , W et and W ild

- David Ph illips, Ph D
A Ch anging W orld, Ch anging th e Agricultural Food  Industry

- M ark  W .M . McCauley, BSc, MBA
Space Agriculture: Key to Space Exploration and Earth  Benefits

- Joh n C. Sager, BS, MS, Ph D
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Taste of M anitoba Lunch eon, 12:00 Noon – 1:30 p.m

Agri-Food Industry Trade Sh ow , 12:00 Noon – 8:00 p.m .
                    

A NEW  feature designed to s h ow case th e agri-food industry—its products and its
s ervices. Attendees w ill h ave th e opportunity to m eet firsth and representatives of th e
agri-food industry.

Tuesday July 18th , 2000

O ral Sessions and posters

To date w e h ave nearly 20 scientific papers and posters for pre sentation covering
ornam entals, fruit and vegetable crop area.  Additionally, w e h ave a good turn out of
graduate students (7) so w e s h ould h ave an excellent com petition for be st paper and
poster.

CSH S Lunch eon and AGM

Tuesday Evening

Society Banquet and Aw ards Nigh t: W innipeg Art Gallery

W ednesday July 19 th , 2000

Special Th em atic Sessions

A sam pling of th e divers ity of th e topics:

- Measuring Sustainability of Agro-Ecosystem s in th e New  M illennium
- Distance Education and Tech nology Transfer
- W eath er and Clim ate in Food Production Managem ent
- Nutraceuticals – Bridging th e Gap Betw een Agriculture and H ealth
- Crop Production System s for H ealth y Food and Environm ent
- Food Quality and Safety

Please s ee th e w eb site for com plete details on invited speak ers  and a total listing of th e
th em e s th e conference com m ittee h as put togeth er.

Free Evening
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Tim e to see th e s ite s , sounds and tastes of w onderful W innipeg in th e sum m er tim e. 
M any places to see and th ings to do.

Th ursday July 20th  2000

Post conference tours

R em em ber th e w eb site address for com plete details

 h ttp://w w w .agrifood2000.m b.ca/index.h tm l

STUDENT CO M PETITION

Th e eastern region of th e International Plant Propagtors’ Society ( IPPS Eastern Region)
invites students to subm it w ritten papers for an aw ard of $500 US for th e best paper to be
selected by th e  Re s earch  Grant Com m ittee. Papers m ay be on plant propagation or plant
production. Th is  com petition is open to any student enrolled in a form al education program .
Undergraduates, graduates and students enrolled at tech nical institutions are encouraged to
apply. Papers m ust be in w ritten form  and rece ived no later th an July 15, 2,000. To receive
th e aw ard th e student m ust be available to pre sent h er/h is paper orally during th e Annual
Meeting of th e IPPS eastern region in Ch icago, Illinois from  October 1 to 4, 2,000.
Application form s are available from :
Margot Bridgen, Executive Secretary Treasurer, IPPS Eastern Region, 26 w oodland Road,
Storrs, CT 06268, USA. Teleph one: 860-429 -6818, Fax: 860-429 -6665 or e-m ail:
m bippser@neca.com . Th e application is  also available on th e Eastern Region w ebsite:  
w w w .ipps.org/EasternNA. All proposals m ust be rece ived by July 15, 2000 in order to be
cons idered for funding. Th e decis ion of th e Re s earch  Grant Com m ittee w ill be m ade by August
15, 2000 and w ill be final.

XXVI INTERNATIONAL H ORTICULTURAL CONGRESS
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CONGRESS ORGANIZ ING COMMITTEE TO  MEET IN W INNIPEG

Th e Core  Organizing Com m ittee for th e XXVI International H orticultural Congres s  w ill m eet
th is  sum m er in W innipeg as part of th e annual AIC/CSH S conference.  Th is  m eeting at th e
W innipeg Convention Centre w ill start at 3:00 PM  on Monday, July 17.  W h ile th e room  h as
yet to be as s igned, th e location w ill be clearly posted and available at th e  Registration De s k .

Th ere w ill be a general report from  th e Congres s  Pres ident, individual reports from  our 7 Task
Force leaders, and a w ide ranging discus s ion about th e scientific program , our society partners,
tours and special events, th e Exh ibition and Trade Sh ow , budget and finance, and our
prom otion and publicity activitie s .  All present, past or potential CSH S m em bers are w elcom e
to participate as observers.

Th is  w ill be an excellent w ay to learn about th e Congres s , and, if you h ave not already done
so, a good tim e to announce your intere st in getting involved w ith  th is  exciting project!

Norm  Looney, Congres s  Pres ident
               CANADIAN SOCIETY FOR H ORTICULTURAL SCIENCE
                       APPLICATION FOR  MEMBERSH IP

NAME: __________________________   PLEASE CH ECK DESIRED MEMBERSH IP
ADDRESS: _______________________   CSH S
_________________________________
_________________________________  Regular Mem ber        $60.00   
_________________________________  *Graduate Student     $10.00   
_________
Teleph one: (____) __________________    Retired Mem ber      $20.00   
Fax: (_____) ______________________     Canadian Journal of
E-Mail: __________________________ Plant Science (incl.GST) $25.68   

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION                      ISH S
B.Sc.
Univers ity: _______________________     Regular             $65.00  
Year: __________                                        Student             $25.00   

                                        Total:              _________
M .Sc.
Univers ity: _______________________     Please m ak e ch e que payable to:
Year: _________            Canadian Society for
                                        H orticulture Science         
                                        M ail to: Suite 1121
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Ph .D.                                     141 Laurier Av. W est
Univers ity: _______________________       Ottaw a (Ontario)   K1P 5J3
Year: ________            
                                       *Graduate student status m ust
                                        be certified by

                              ___________________________________
                              Signature of m ajor profes sor
PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS (CH ECK ALL TH AT APPLY)
     Vegetables                              Re s earch
     Fruits                                      Extension
     Floriculture                             Education
     Nursery Crops                        Journalism
     Turf                                         Sales/Mark eting
     Plant Protection                       Service industrie s
     Post-H arvest                            Input industrie s  (seeds,
     Landscaping                             m ach inery, etc.)
     Econom ics                                Oth er (specify):
     Breeding &  Genetics                    
Société canadienne de science h orticole - Dem ande d’Adh é s ion

Nom : .............................................................. S.V.P. Coch er l’adh é s ion dé s irée
Adre s s e : ......................................................... SCSH
........................................................................
........................................................................ Mem bre régulier              60$    
       ...............
........................................................................ Étudiant 2e ou 3e cycle   10$      
     ...............
Téléph one:...................................................... Mem bre retraité               20$         
  ...............
Télécopieur:.................................................... Revue candienne de
E-m ail:............................................................ ph ytotech nie (incl. TPS)  25.68$     
 . .............

Éducation Univers itaire                                   SISH
B. Sc.
Univers ité:...................................................... Mem bre régulier              65$          
  ..............
Année:............................................................ Étudiant*                          25$      
      ..............

Total                           
...............
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M .Sc.
Univers ité:..................................................... S.V.P. faire ch è q ue à
Année:........................................................... Société canadienne de science
h orticole

                                             Poster à : Suite 1121
                                                            141 avenue Laurier ouest
                                                            Ottaw a ON, K1P 5J3

Ph .D.
Univers ité:.................................................... *Les etudiants doivent inclure la
signature de
Anné:............................................................   Leur profes s eur principal:

...........................................

Intérê ts profes s ionels (coch ez tout ce  qui s’appliq ue)
.... Légum es .... Rech erch e
.... Fruits .... Vulgarisation
.... Floriculture .... Ense ignem ent
.... Pépiniè re .... Journalism e
.... Ph ytoprotection .... Vente/M ise en m arch é
.... Post-récolte .... Industrie s des services
.... Paysagism e .... Industries des intrants (s em ences
.... Économ ie .... engrais , é quipem ent etc)
.... Am éloration et génétiq ue .... Autre (spécifier):
........................

     
....................................................


